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Loss of U-2 chr Cuba Remains Mvsterv After
PYRGHT v

Bv John G. Norrig
8tall Reporter

ban T'remier Iidel Castro
wight be boasting of the de-.

weapon. Russian Guitielice o
tiaircraft missiles have an outi-

Nearly a2 week  afier ne
fatled to return frem a recon-
naissance flight over Cuba,
how Maj. Rudolf Anderson,
USAF, met his fate remains
a myvstery.

All that the U S, Govern-
ment has diclosed is that be

is missing in action. \nd Cu- '\p‘pa‘:‘-ml; . 4-\11r.10r.§<-r!. \:d& lectives from onitside its reach.
han  suthorities have been dowrnoa befare ar ciane the Pentigon aoirces say Soviet
Clert exeept for tolling the thoe Presidest suoionds and missiies  in Cuba probably
©auted Nations thor Maio Ane fSoviet Premer Nikita Kheue are cewerimproved versines

derson’s body . bhoing
Ceinppod ome.

The roason for the mystery
j seems 1o stem from the fact -
Pt not acknowleged by e
- Pentagon—that Anderson was
.:a C-2 pilot.
; Tough News Curb
I In the climate now prevail-
ling at the Defense Depart-
{ment, where tough new re-
istriclions have been placed on
‘release of news, that fact alone
(is ennugh to account for nnt
italking. U-2 operations stifi
tare touchy and top secret.-
:Morcover the A Force may
not know the full story of
whal happened over Cuba.

| In other circumstances, Cu-iwithin the “slant” range of \hejbrinu it down. Some feel this

structicn ol such an mntruder.
over his air space, but it is:
almost . certain that it was a
1Soviet crew firing Russian
.grouna-toe 2ir missiles that
‘hrought down the highflving-
:Strategic Air Command pilot.

"shichev were approaching an

Goreement on csathdiaw a of
the offensive Russisn mussites
Jrom Cuba, The Pentazon an:
nounced him missicg Satur-
:day, but didn't say when. That
;would be reason enouch for:
“Moscow 16 weep mnum ant o,

‘see to it tha. Castro followed,

‘threnx
“some ten ballistie missile hases

LSt ;

There i< no question nowt.
that  Soviet—or  Anterican—j
grosmdto-air guided missites!
can shnot down a plane flvirg

.about 25 miles, and normally

Shave ceprsed  Anderson.

altitude @ 000 feet,
while the U-2 has a ceiling of,

70.000 to 80.000 fect.
]

‘Surprise Hinted

Guideluies have a range of

a U2 can phorograph its ob

of the Guideline, and they may

Moeocnver, U8,
sapee P lots yere ;
PTG Jusions, Vhey haa
det evidence of the dire new
to the United States—

r"’"m:r':xh-i

Tty oaee:
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and additional bomber bases
auyarded by at least 22 SAM
(surface-to-ait missile) bases,
cancentrated in a small area of
the island. Anderson may have
hravely flown straight over the
missile sites to get his pictures.

Moreover, the U-2 is a light-
ly built, acrodynamically not-

tuo-stable plane which can be

‘even higher than the top al-:

titude of a U-2— if it ccmes|
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rocked by a near-miss, possibly
cadsing a flame-out that could

is 'vhat happened to U-2 pilot
Francis Gary Powers over Rus-
sia, whose full story has never
been told publicly.

There is an enigma within
the mystery of the Anderson
incident. Why would Russia
risk nuclear war by shooting
him down, once President
Kennedy had met the chal-
lenoe of the Cuhaan hYases by

,bleckasiing the island?  One .ct made while Moscow was

can only speculate, Possibly,|
it was an attack oriered hy a'
local commander, {ait not au-,
thorized by the Kremlin. Ori

still testing U. S. determinas
tion. We do not know just
when Anderson crashed and
it could have been much earli:

-perheps it was an suthorized er than Saturday.
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